


The year 2000 marked the culmination of over
40 years of Caterham dedication to the Seven 
marque and over 25 years since the handover from
Lotus to Caterham Cars. And throughout this time, the
demands for the Caterham Seven World-wide
remains strong, testament to the years of develop-
ment and dedication by all our staff.

Motorsport is stronger than ever with more
Sevens racing in the World than any other marque.
The car dubbed ‘too fast to race’ was the slogan of
the seventies and inspired Caterham to pioneer one
make racing with strict regulations to minimise cost
and produce close exciting racing. The motorsport
tradition was no more apparent, than at the Brands
Hatch Festival in August 2000, representing the
achievement of a long held dream to join together
Seven racers from around the World. The Caterham
Team led by Simon Nearn hosted 4 days of racing
involving over 250 racers from U.K., Europe, Turkey
and Japan – a great feat bringing enormous pleasure
to so many.

The following pages explain the various ways in
which the Seven can be supplied, from component
form for amateur builders to fully built factory cars.
Whichever route you choose, you can be sure of a
quality product, which will retain its value for years
to come.

Graham Hill led the way racing a Lotus 7 in
1958 and since then, Caterham has become synony-
mous with track and road use. The Seven is a part of
motoring history and I hope to be able to welcome
you to the world-wide camaraderie of this unique
British Sports Car.

Graham Nearn, Chairman

SEVEN MOTORING STARTS HERE
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Caterham Cars was one of the first Lotus
Centres appointed by Colin Chapman in
1959 following the introduction of the Lotus
7 in 1957. Caterham were then appointed
as the sole concessionaires for the Seven,
until, in 1973, the World rights to the Seven
were transferred from Lotus to Caterham
Cars.

The Caterham Seven has a timeless clas-
sic appeal, yet technically it’s more than a
match for today’s performance cars.
Dynamically, it still provides the benchmark
by which other cars are judged.
Development over 40 years of the Seven
include the introduction of double wishbone
front and de Dion rear suspension, four
wheel disc brakes, a Caterham six speed
close ratio gearbox, a stiffer spaceframe
chassis with honeycomb impact protection
panels and other safety features. And now,
for the first time in its 40-year history, an
extended dimension chassis is available,

known as the Caterham SV. These technical
improvements have enabled the Seven to
remain firmly on pole position, leading the
way in sports car performance.

A Seven is available to suit your motor-
ing and financial requirements and special
insurance and finance schemes are offered to
aid your purchase. The ‘Classic Seven’ repre-
sents the entry level for the enthusiast whilst
the all new Caterham SV (Special Vehicles)
broadens the appeal to a greater range of
customers. The intention of this brochure is to
answer any questions you may have, but if
we can be of any further assistance, please
feel free to contact the Caterham Sales team.

HISTORY

“Original and Best 
- accept no substitute” 

Car Magazine

“Even after 40 years, the Seven is still 
one of the purest sports cars on the Planet”

Redline Magazine



THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO BUYING A CATERHAM

Buying a car, particularly one like the
Seven, should be an enjoyable experience,
so we have compiled a list of commonly
asked questions to help you decide which
model will suit you best.

There are two ways to purchase a Seven: 

Component
In this option the car is supplied in 

kit form with a wired and plumbed chassis;
with bodywork, windscreen, fuel tank, pedals
and instruments already installed. All other
parts are supplied and sorted ready for
assembly and building time is typically
around 70 hours. Each kit is supplied with

an illustrated assembly guide and a technical
help line is available should you encounter
any problems.

Fully Built
With the fully built option the vehicle is

completed and tested at the Factory. The car
is SVA approved, registered and requires
only the customers road tax and insurance to
drive away. 

A Caterham is no ordinary car, and 
represents the peak of driving involvement,
offering a sophisticated package of handling,
roadholding and ride. We would strongly advise that anyone

new to performance motoring should take
advantage of a high-performance driving
course, which can be arranged directly through
our Sales Office. We believe this will enhance
your enjoyment of owning a Caterham.

If you would like to know more please
ask one of our experienced staff at the
Caterham Sales Office on 01883 333700.

“The sheer audacity and size of the Seven
makes people cheer as you pass by”

Redline Magazine

“It is undoubtedly one of the most outrageous,
stimulating and addictive cars there has ever
been”

Auto Express



Q1. When buying my Seven, can I
choose between a kit and a fully
built car? 
A1. Absolutely. We offer all our models in
either ‘Component’ or ‘Fully Built’ guise,
depending on your particular requirements.
Please refer to page two for details.
In addition, Caterham stock the largest 
number of quality used Sevens in the world.
Purchasing direct from Caterham, assures
you of buying only the highest quality 
pre-owned Sevens on the market. 

Q2. What is the difference between
the Live axle and de Dion versions? 
A2. The Live Axle utilises the traditional
Seven rear suspension configuration providing
a simple low cost lay-out. 
The de Dion rear axle is a more advanced
design offering better handling and comfort.
The new model range offers a 40% increase
in chassis stiffness and technically superior
front suspension with revised geometry. The 
de Dion cars have a twin wishbone front 
suspension as standard.

Q3. What engine options are available?
A3. There are three basic types of engine
offered, with various power and tuning
options available on each. 
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a. Vauxhall 1600 – This excellent 8-valve unit
is fitted to the ‘Classic’ range and produces
100bhp in standard form. In addition we
now offer a 1.8 Supersprint tuning package
that increases power to 120bhp. 
b. Rover K-series – This all-British fuel injected
16-valve engine is available as both a 1.6
and 1.8 litre unit, with various tuning 
packages available throughout the range.
The all-aluminium design provides a 
lightweight, perfectly balanced package for
the de Dion chassis. Power ranges from 
115bhp to 230bhp.
c. Honda Blackbird - This state of the art
motorcycle engine offers incredible power
from an ultra-lightweight package. The 1.1
litre engine produces 170bhp and together
with its sequential six speed gearbox pro-
vides exhilarating performance.

Q4. Should I have a five or six speed
gearbox?
A4. The five speed gearbox is more suited
to touring whereas the six speed close ratio
gearbox is ideal for fast road and track use.

Q5. Can my car be registered with a
current number plate? 
A5. As long as all the components for your
car are bought from Caterham Cars, your
car will be eligible for a current prefix.

Q6. Are Caterhams easy to register? 
A6. Fully built cars are just the same as buying
a new car from anyone else – all the work is

done for you. All that remains for the customer
is to purchase the road tax prior to collection
of the vehicle. For home built cars the owner
must submit his car for an SVA inspection. 

Q7. Can you arrange finance? 
A7. Yes. We have a variety of options for
you to consider (see p21 for further details). 

Q8. Are Caterhams easy to insure? 
A8. Yes. We have a scheme which is designed
specifically for Caterhams (see p21 for further
details).

Q9. Can I have a test drive? 
A9. By prior appointment with our sales 
staff we will be happy to take customers for
a demonstration drive. If you want a more
hands on experience we have a number of
other schemes available, including 
Rent-a-Seven, Autotesting and Track days
(see p16 for further details). 

Q 10. How can I order a Seven and
what is the delivery cost and time? 
A 10. Ordering is very simple, requiring
completion of the form enclosed with this
brochure and payment of a deposit. A few
weeks later we confirm the order, and
request a second deposit. The balance will
be required on or before delivery. Your car
will be delivered anywhere in the UK at a
competitive rate. Please enquire for delivery
prices and current lead times but plan 
around 3-6 months for delivery.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
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CATERHAM VX CLASSIC

The Caterham Vauxhall Classic represents
one of the best value sports cars on the market.
The traditional appeal of our live axle design
has not diminished with time, offering a light-
weight package with outstanding performance.

Like all our models, the ‘Classic’ has never
rested on its laurels and has always been
subject to ongoing development, with 
all aspects of the car designed to ensure the
benefits of modern engineering. The 1.6
Vauxhall unit produces 100bhp from its 8-valve
SOHC design running on twin Weber 40
DCOE carburettors. With a healthy 107 lbft
of torque the performance of the 1.6 Classic
is impressive, but for those customers wanting
a little extra, we are now able to offer our
unique 1.8 Supersport tuning package that
increases power to 120bhp with torque rated
at 122 lbft.

The Classic can accomodate either of our
five or six speed gearbox options. The 
standard five speed along with the ‘live’ rear
axle are supplied as remanufactured units.
As an alternative, customers can purchase a
new Caterham six speed gearbox.

Standard equipment on the ‘Classic’
range includes full dashboard instrumentation,
aeroscreens, cloth adjustable seats, carpets,
4 into 1 competition exhaust, boot cover,
alloy wheels, rollbar, seatbelts and aluminium
bellhousing and sump.



VEHICLE TYPE: 
Two seater convertible sports car.

CONSTRUCTION: 
Tubular space frame with 
aluminium honeycomb cockpit
side impact protection.
Aluminium panels and 
composite nose cone and wings.

ENGINE: 
Vauxhall 1.6 litre engine 
mounted longitudinally.
Capacity: 1,598 cc 
Bore: 80 mm
Stroke: 79.5 mm
Compression Ratio: 10.4:1
Valves: 8 valve SOHC
Camshaft: 1 in cylinder head
Ignition system: Fully electronic
Fuel:Leaded or unleaded
Fuel system: 
2 x Weber 40 DCOE carbs
Max Power:
100bhp @ 5,500 rpm
Max torque:
107 lbsft @ 3,600 rpm
0-60 mph: 6.7 secs
0-100 kph: 6.9 secs
Max speed: 110 mph
Fuel consumption:
28.0 mpg @ 75 mph

TRANSMISSION:
Forward speeds: Five
1st: 3.65:1
2nd: 1.97:1
3rd: 1.37:1  
4th: 1.00:1
5th: 0.82:1
Reverse: 3.66:1
Speed/1000 rpm in 5th: 
20.2 mph
Final drive: 3.89:1

SUSPENSION:
Front: Independent wishbones
and anti roll bar
Rear: Live axle located by
lower A-frame and upper radius
arms
Springs: Linear Coil
Dampers: Bilstein telescopic

BRAKES: 
Twin circuit split front/rear with
system warning of low fluid.
Handbrake operates on rear
wheels. Front discs (228 mm
diameter) Rear drums (203 mm
diameter).

STEERING: 
Rack-and-pinion, 2.12 turns
lock-to-lock.

WEIGHT:
Kerb weight: 525 kg

WHEELS AND TYRES: 
Wheels: 6x13 Alloy
Tyres:
185/70 TR13

VEHICLE DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 2,225 mm 
Front track: 1,270 mm 
Rear track: 1,320 mm 
Overall length: 3,380 mm 
Overall width: 1,575 mm 
Height (hood up): 1,115 mm 
Height (hood down):1,990 mm 
Ground clearance: 1,110 mm 
Turning circle: 1,110 m

SPECIFICATION VX CLASSIC

Additional Equipment 
In addition to the standard level of 

equipment, some customers may wish to 
consider the following:

R Full Windscreen & Wiper Assembly

R Hood & Side Screens 
R Heater
The items listed here can be found

amongst the comprehensive list of options 
on the enclosed price sheet.
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ROADSPORT 1.6

The Caterham Seven Roadsport has
brought together Rovers technology and
Caterhams engineering to produce a car that
is truly inspiring to drive. Powered by Rover’s
state of the art all alloy fuel injected 16-valve
catalytic engine, this latest Seven provides
high performance with total reliability. The
result is a very light car providing exceptional
levels of balance and road holding. All cars
are fitted with 14 inch alloy wheels and
185/60 14 tyres as standard.

The Caterham Seven K-Series Supersport
is available as an engine conversion to both 
standard 1.6 & 1.8 K-Series Sevens. 
This conversion uses bespoke engine 
management control and uprated cam shafts
to provide a high revving powerful unit and
gear change indicator light for maximum 
performance. This makes for exciting driving
especially when matched with Caterham’s
own close ratio 6 speed gearbox.

SPECIFICATION 1.6 K-SERIES
VEHICLE TYPE: 
Two seater convertible sports car.

CONSTRUCTION: 
Tubular space frame with 
aluminium honeycomb cockpit
side impact protection.
Aluminium panels and
composite nose cone and wings.

ENGINE: 
Rover K-Series 1.6 litre engine
mounted longitudinally driving
five-speed gearbox.
Capacity: 1,588 cc 
Bore: 80 mm
Stroke: 79 mm
Compression Ratio: 10.5:1
Cylinder Head: 16 valve DOHC
Valve Operation: Hydraulic
Engine Management:
Rover MEMS 1.9
Fuel:Unleaded
Max Power:
115bhp @ 6,000 rpm
Max torque:
107 lbsft @ 3,000 rpm
0-60 mph: 6.2 secs
0-100 kph: 6.4 secs
Max speed: 112 mph
Fuel consumption:
38.0 mpg @ 75 mph

SUPERSPORT VERSION:
Max power:
133bhp @ 7,000 rpm
Max torque:
110 lbsft @ 5,000 rpm
Max revs:         7,600 rpm
Gear change warning:
7,400 rpm
Fuel: Unleaded
Max speed: 120 mph
0-60 mph: 5.7 secs
0-100 kph: 5.8 secs

TRANSMISSION:
Forward speeds: Five
1st: 3.36:1
2nd: 1.81:1
3rd: 1.26:1  
4th: 1.00:1
5th: 0.82:1
Reverse: 3.37:1
Speed/1000 rpm in 5th: 
20.2 mph
Final drive: 3.92:1

SUSPENSION:
Front: Adjustable double 
wishbone with anti roll bar
Rear: de Dion axle located by
lower A-frame and upper radius
arm
Springs: Coil
Dampers: Bilstein telescopic

BRAKES: 
Twin circuit split front/rear with
system warning of low fluid.
Handbrake operates on rear
wheels. Front and rear discs
(228 mm diameter).

STEERING: 
Rack-and-pinion, 2.12 turns
lock-to-lock.

WEIGHT:
Kerb weight: 550 kg

WHEELS AND TYRES: 
Wheels: 6Jx14 Aluminium alloy
Tyres:185/60 HR14

VEHICLE DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 2,225 mm 
Front track: 1,270 mm 
Rear track: 1,336 mm 
Overall length: 3,380 mm 
Overall width: 1,575 mm 
Height (hood up): 1,115 mm 
Height (hood down):1,990 mm 
Ground clearance: 1,110 mm 
Turning circle: 1,110 m



A new addition to the K-Series range is
the higher capacity 1.8 unit. Similar to the
1.6 in specification, the 1.8 retains all the
lightweight virtues of its smaller brother,
whilst providing increased torque and a
more relaxed power delivery. This model
would ideally suit those wishing to retain
high performance with the ability for longer
distance cruising. Like the 1.6, this unit 
can be supplied in both standard and 
supersport guises, producing up to 140bhp.

ROADSPORT 1.8
TRANSMISSION:
Forward speeds: Five
1st: 3.36:1
2nd: 1.81:1
3rd: 1.26:1  
4th: 1.00:1
5th: 0.82:1
Reverse: 3.37:1
Speed/1000 rpm in 5th: 
20.2 mph
Final drive: 3.92:1

SUSPENSION:
Front: Adjustable double 
wishbone with anti roll bar
Rear: de Dion axle located by
lower A-frame and upper radius
arm
Springs: Coil
Dampers: Bilstein telescopic

BRAKES: 
Twin circuit split front/rear with
system warning of low fluid.
Handbrake operates on rear
wheels. Front and rear discs
(228 mm diameter).

STEERING: 
Rack-and-pinion, 2.12 turns
lock-to-lock.

WEIGHT:
Kerb weight: 550 kg

WHEELS AND TYRES: 
Wheels: 6Jx14 Aluminium alloy
Tyres:185/60 HR14

VEHICLE DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 2,225 mm 
Front track: 1,270 mm 
Rear track: 1,336 mm 
Overall length: 3,380 mm 
Overall width: 1,575 mm 
Height (hood up): 1,115 mm 
Height (hood down):1,990 mm 
Ground clearance: 1,110 mm 
Turning circle: 1,110 m

VEHICLE TYPE: 
Two seater convertible sports car.

CONSTRUCTION: 
Tubular space frame with 
aluminium honeycomb cockpit
side impact protection.
Aluminium panels and
composite nose cone and wings.

ENGINE: 
Rover K-Series 1.8 litre engine
mounted longitudinally driving
five-speed gearbox.
Capacity: 1,796 cc 
Bore: 80 mm
Stroke: 89.3 mm
Compression Ratio: 10.5:1
Cylinder Head: 16 valve DOHC
Valve Operation: Hydraulic
Engine Management:
Rover MEMS 1.9
Fuel:Unleaded
Max Power:
122bhp @ 5,700 rpm
Max torque:
122 lbsft @ 3,000 rpm
0-60 mph: 5.8 secs
0-100 kph: 6.0 secs
Max speed: 118 mph
Fuel consumption:
35.6 mpg @ 75 mph

SUPERSPORT VERSION:
Max power:
140bhp @ 6,800 rpm
Max torque:
124 lbsft @ 5,250 rpm
Max revs:         7,600 rpm
Gear change warning:
7,400 rpm
Fuel: Unleaded
Max speed: 122 mph
0-60 mph: 5.3 secs
0-100 kph: 5.5 secs

SPECIFICATION 1.8 K-SERIES

“Quick on the road, even quicker on the
track, Caterhams are now known as some of

the most spectacular cars in racing today.”

Autosport

–– seven ––
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SUSPENSION:
Front: Adjustable double 
wishbone with anti roll bar
Rear: de Dion axle located by
lower A-frame and upper radius
arm
Springs: Coil
Dampers: Bilstein telescopic

BRAKES: 
Twin circuit split front/rear with
system warning of low fluid.
Handbrake operates on rear
wheels. Front and rear discs
(228 mm diameter).

STEERING: 
Rack-and-pinion, 2.12 turns
lock-to-lock.

WEIGHT:
Kerb weight: 555 kg

WHEELS AND TYRES: 
Wheels: 6Jx14 Aluminium alloy
Tyres:185/60 HR14

VEHICLE DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 2,225 mm 
Front track: 1,270 mm 
Rear track: 1,336 mm 
Overall length: 3,380 mm 
Overall width: 1,575 mm 
Height (hood up): 1,115 mm 
Height (hood down):1,990 mm 
Ground clearance: 1,110 mm 
Turning circle: 1,110 m

VEHICLE TYPE: 
Two seater convertible sports car.

CONSTRUCTION: 
Tubular space frame with 
aluminium honeycomb cockpit
side impact protection.
Aluminium panels and
composite nose cone and wings.

ENGINE: 
Rover K-Series 1.8 litre engine
mounted longitudinally driving
five-speed gearbox.
Capacity: 1,796 cc 
Bore: 80 mm
Stroke: 89.3 mm
Compression Ratio: 10.5:1
Cylinder Head: 16 valve DOHC
Valve Operation:
Variable Valve Control
Engine Management:
Rover MEMS 2.0.J
Fuel:Unleaded
Max Power:
150bhp @ 7,000 rpm
Max torque:
128 lbsft @ 4,500 rpm
0-60 mph: 4.9 secs
0-100 kph: 5.1 secs
Max speed: 126 mph
Fuel consumption:
35.6 mpg @ 75 mph

TRANSMISSION:
Forward speeds: Five
1st: 3.36:1
2nd: 1.81:1
3rd: 1.26:1  
4th: 1.00:1
5th: 0.82:1
Reverse: 3.37:1
Speed/1000 rpm in 5th: 
20.2 mph
Final drive: 3.92:1

SPECIFICATION VVC

The Caterham Seven VVC represents the
latest in cutting edge engine technology and
provides the usual high levels of Caterham
performance combined with greater levels of
refinement.

An evolution of the 1.8 K-Series engine,
the Variable Valve Control unit provides 
effortless performance. Hydraulic valve 
control brings torque at the bottom end of the
rev range without sacrificing top end power.

The VVC will give 150bhp at 7,000 rpm
and 128 lbsft of torque at 4,500 rpm, and is
characterised by its ability to combine 
a smooth high-revving power delivery with
greater levels of torque than the standard 
1.8 unit. The result is ideal for enjoying the
high performance motoring expected in a
Caterham, matched with pulling power 
normally reserved for bulkier cars.

The unique character of the VVC provides
a level of versatility beyond that encountered

in many sports cars. The flexibility of the
engine makes for the perfect all-round Seven,
ideal for long distance motoring, short cross-
country blasts or the occasional track day. If
you need a Seven suitable for all occasions,
the VVC remains the perfect choice.

“This is the one”

Cars & Car Conversions

ROADSPORT 1.8 VVC
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VEHICLE TYPE:
Two seater convertible sports car.

CONSTRUCTION:
Tubular space frame with 
aluminium honeycomb cockpit
stiffening. Aluminium panels and
carbon fibre nose cone and
wings.

ENGINE:
Rover 1.6 litre K-Series
Supersport engine mounted 
longitudinally driving 6 speed
gearbox.
Capacity: 1,588 cc
Bore: 80 mm
Stroke: 79 mm
Compression Ratio: 10.5:1
Valves: Hydraulic tappets
Camshaft: DOHC 16 valve
Ignition system: Fully electronic
Engine Management: 
Rover MEMS 1.9
Max power: 
133bhp @ 7,000 rpm
Max torque:
110 lbsft @ 5,000 rpm
Max revs: 7,600 rpm
Gear change warning:
7,400 rpm
0-60 mph: 4.6 secs
Maximum Speed 129 mph
Fuel: Unleaded

TRANSMISSION:
1st 2.69:1
2nd 2.01:1
3rd 1.59:1
4th 1.32:1
5th 1.13:1
6th 1.00:1
Reverse 2.96:1
Final Drive: 
3.62:1 LSD

EXTERIOR:
Black wind deflector in lieu of
windscreen. Roll-over bar. 
No spare wheel, carrier or rear
wing protectors (optional 
at additional weight and cost) 

DIMENSIONS:
Wheelbase: 2,225 mm 
Front track: 1,336 mm
Rear track: 1,336 mm
Overall length: 3,100 mm
Overall width: 1,575 mm
Height: 1,800 mm
Ground clearance: 1,180 mm
Turning circle: 1,110 m

WHEELS & TYRES:
Wheels: 
6J x 13 Aluminium Alloy
Tyres: Avon ACB 10, 6 x 13

SUSPENSION:
Front: Widetrack adjustable
double wishbone & anti roll bar
Rear: de Dion axle with lower
A-frame, upper radius arm and
adjustable anti-roll bar 
Springs: Coil
Dampers: Bilstein telescopic

BRAKES: 
Front: 254mm lightweight 
ventilated discs Caterham/AP
Racing 4 pot calipers 
Rear: 228mm solid discs

STEERING: 
Rack-and-pinion, 2.12 turns
lock-to-lock

WEIGHT:
Kerb weight: 485 kg

SPECIFICATION 1.6 SUPERLIGHT
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This car has been designed in order 
to derive the best performance from a light
weight sports car, with 0-60 available in 4.6
seconds. Power comes from the 1.6
Supersport K-Series engine developed to
133bhp. Caterham 6 speed gearbox, limited
slip differential, ventilated front discs with
four pot calipers, de Dion competition
derived rear suspension, adjustable rear anti-
roll bar, wide front track and unique road tyres
are all standard fitments.

The stripped out interior with carbon fibre
dashboard, Caterham four point race harness,
Caterham composite race bucket seats and
wind deflector in lieu of windscreen are fitted

as standard. Carbon fibre wings and
nosecone complete the package giving this
car a total kerb weight of only 485 kgs (65
kgs lighter than the standard K-Series Seven).
If you want to personalise your car there is a
list of optional extras to add to your 
specifications. Customers requiring the added
practicality of windscreen and full weather
equipment can, of course, specify these.

SUPERLIGHT 1.6



SPECIFICATION 1.8 SUPERLIGHT R

VEHICLE TYPE:
Two seater convertible sports car.

CONSTRUCTION:
Tubular space frame with 
aluminium honeycomb cockpit
stiffening. Aluminium panels and
carbon fibre nose cone and wings

ENGINE:
Rover 1.8 litre K-Series VHPD
(Very High Power Derivative)
engine mounted longitudinally
driving 6 speed gearbox
Capacity: 1,796 cc
Bore: 80 mm
Stroke: 89.3 mm
Compression Ratio: 10.5:1
Valves: Mechanical tappets
Camshaft: DOHC 16 valve
Cylinder Head: Bespoke large
valve, large port head
Ignition system: Fully electronic
Engine Management: Rover
MEMS 1.9 with bespoke map
Exhaust: 4 into 2 into 1 with
side exit 6" silencer
Max power: 
190bhp @ 7,500 rpm
Max torque:
150 lbsft @ 5,750 rpm
Max revs: 8,000 rpm
Gear change warning:
7,750 rpm
Fuel: Unleaded

TRANSMISSION:
1st 2.69:1
2nd 2.01:1
3rd 1.59:1
4th 1.32:1
5th 1.13:1
6th 1.00:1
Reverse 2.96:1
Final Drive: 
3.62:1 LSD

EXTERIOR:
Race wind deflector in lieu of
windscreen. No spare wheel,
carrier or rear wing protectors

(optional at additional weight
and cost) 

DIMENSIONS:
Wheelbase: 2,225 mm 
Front track: 1,336 mm
Rear track: 1,336 mm
Overall length: 3,100 mm
Overall width: 1,575 mm
Height: 1,800 mm
Ground clearance: 1,180 mm
Turning circle: 1,110 m

WHEELS & TYRES:
Wheels: 
Front: 61⁄2J x 13 Rear: 81⁄2 x 13
Caterham 2-piece split rim
Tyres: 
Front: Avon ACB 10, 7 x 13
Rear: Avon ACB 10, 9 x 13

PERFORMANCE:
Maximum Speed: 140 mph
0-60 mph: 4.0 seconds

STEERING:
Rack-and-pinion, 2.12 turns
lock-to-lock

BRAKES:
Front: 254mm lightweight 
ventilated discs Caterham/AP
Racing 4 pot calipers 
Rear: 228mm solid discs

SUSPENSION:
Front: Widetrack adjustable
double wishbone, adjustable
spring seats & anti roll bar
Rear: de Dion axle with lower
A-frame and upper Watts link
with adjustable anti-roll bar,
adjustable spring seats and
upper radius arm
Springs: Coil
Dampers: Bilstein telescopic

WEIGHT:
Kerb weight: 490 kg

SUPERLIGHT R

The Superlight R is based on Caterham’s
premier motorsport variant, sharing its com-
petition developed specification.

The engine features:
R Nitro-carburised crankshaft
R Forged pistons
R Enlarged port cylinder head
R Enlarged inlet and exhaust valves
R High lift/duration camshafts

R Bespoke inlet manifold and throttle fuel
body injection

R Unique Rover engine 
management system

The Superlight R also benefits from the
high-specification extras found in the race
car, including the Caterham close ratio 
6 speed gearbox, limited slip differential,
ventilated front discs with four pot calipers
and wide track front suspension.

In addition to all this, the car also runs
on brand new 13" Modular Wheels with
bespoke Avon tyres and has carbon fibre
wings, nose cone and dash.



Over the past 43 years of Seven produc-
tion, the dimensions of this unique car have
stayed true to the original Champman
design. Worldwide race championships and
new road models have steered the continual
dynamic development of the car, but external
dimensions have remained the same.

Until now, that is. Unveiled for the first
time at the British International Motorshow
2000, Caterham introduce the Roadsport SV. 

This all new Seven has been produced as
a direct result of Caterham listening to their
valued customer base. The end product is a
Seven with an increased dimension chassis,

offering an extra 80mm in length and
110mm in width. And incredibly, the addi-
tional size of the car only adds 25 kg to its
overall weight compared to the standard
vehicles 550kg.  This package provides a
Caterham Seven that will allow a greater
range of people to enjoy Caterham
Motoring, giving extra leg room, foot room,
elbow room and headspace to this already
fantastic sports car.

This chassis will be available as an
option on any Roadsport Seven, further
increasing the appeal of the legendary
Caterham Seven.

ROADSPORT SV





SPECIFICATION SUPERLIGHT R500

VEHICLE TYPE:
Two seater convertible sports car.

CONSTRUCTION:
Tubular space frame with 
aluminium honeycomb stiffening.
Aluminium panels and carbon
fibre nose cone and wings. 

ENGINE:
Caterham developed Rover 1.8
litre K-Series. Capacity: 1,796cc
80mm (bore) x 89.3mm (stroke).
Compression Ratio: 11.5:1.
Cylinder Head: 16 valve DOHC.
Valve Actuation: mechanical
tappets and lightweight flatback
valves. 
Induction: Caterham magnesium
inlet manifold featuring roller
barrel throttle actuation. 
Oil System: Caterham designed
dry-sump system featuring 
magnesium pan and bell-tank
housing. 
Pistons: Cosworth.
Crankshaft/Con Rods: Forged
steel. 
Engine Management: MBE system
with unique map. Caterham
ultra-lightweight low inertia 
flywheel with AP racing light-
weight clutch. Exhaust: Large
bore plated 4 into 1 system
with carbon silencer. Max
power: 230 bhp @ 8,600rpm.
Max torque: 155 lbsft @
7,200rpm. 
Maximum revs 9,000rpm. 
Gearchange warning: Dash top
mounted sequential. 

TRANSMISSION:
Caterham ultra close-ratio 
aluminium gearbox. 1st 2.69:1
2nd 2.01:1 3rd 1.59:1 
4th 1.32:1 5th 1.13:1 
6th 1.00:1 Reverse 2.96:1.
Final Drive: Limited Slip
Differential 3.62:1. 

EXTERIOR:
Carbon fibre wind deflector,
rear view mirrors, indicators
mountings and sill protectors.

INTERIOR:
Carbon fibre dashboard fitted
with Stack Racing display -
optional data logging. Black
powder coated interior panels.
Bespoke lightweight carbon
kevlar race style seats.

DIMENSIONS:
Wheelbase: 2,225mm. 
Front Track: 1,336mm. Rear
Track: 1,336mm. Overall
length: 3,100mm. Overall
width: 1,575mm. Height: 800mm.
Ground clearance: 80mm.
Turning circle: 10m. 

WHEELS & TYRES:
Wheels: Front 61⁄2J x 13. 
Rear: 81⁄2J x 13. Caterham 
3 piece Magnesium Hub/Spun
Alloy Rim. Tyres: Bespoke Avon
Radial CR500 specification.
Front: 175/55 R 13. 
Rear 205/50 R 13. 

PERFORMANCE:
Maximum Speed: 150mph. 
0-60 3.4 seconds. 

STEERING:
Rack-and-pinion, 2.12 turns
lock-to-lock. Quick release
Momo steering wheel. 

BRAKES:
Front: 254mm lightweight 
ventilated discs. Caterham/AP
Racing 4 pot calipers. 
Rear: 228mm solid discs.

SUSPENSION:
Front: Widetrack adjustable,
aerofoil tube wishbone,
adjustable spring seats & anti
roll bar. Rear: de Dion axle
with lower A-frame and upper
Watts link with adjustable anti
roll bar, adjustable spring seats.
Springs: Coil. 
Dampers: Bilstein telescopic. 

WEIGHT:
Kerb weight 460 kg.

SUPERLIGHT R500

This latest generation Caterham Seven 
weighing only 460kgs, combined with an
awesome 230bhp from it’s lightweight 1.8 ltr
engine, has the world’s greatest power to
weight ratio for a production car.

The engine, jointly developed by
Caterham Engineering and Minister Race
Engines, features a unique Caterham
Motorsport inlet manifold and single roller
barrel throttle. Other developments include
steel con-rods and crankshaft, Cosworth
forged pistons and a specially developed
exhaust system. 

The special features of the R500 include

aerofoil section front wishbones and oval
tube lower wishbones, bespoke Avon radial
tyres with enhanced directional stability and
grip, magnesium centre 13" split rim wheels,
race derived stack instrumentation, revised
switch layout & sequential gear change lights
and a bespoke four into one exhaust system
with carbon clad silencer.

Weight is further reduced with the use of
carbon fibre panels, an ultra lightweight
magnesium bellhousing and a dry sump
lubrication system.
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SPECIFICATION 1.1 BLACKBIRD

VEHICLE TYPE:
Two seater convertible sports car.

CONSTRUCTION:
Tubular space frame with 
aluminium cockpit impact 
protection. Aluminium panels and
composite nose cone and wings

ENGINE:
Honda CBR1100XX Blackbird
Motorcycle 
Capacity: 1,137 cc
Bore: 79 mm
Stroke: 58 mm
Compression Ratio: 11.0:1
Cylinder Head: 16 valve chain
driven double overhead
camshaft
Induction system: Honda throttle
bodies with Ram Air
Engine Management: Honda
PGM - F1
Exhaust: Large bore, tuned
length 4 into 2 into 1, stainless
steel with side exit silencer
Max power: 
170bhp @ 10,750 rpm
Max torque:
92 lbsft @ 8,250 rpm
Max revs: 11,750 rpm
Fuel: Unleaded

TRANSMISSION:
Honda sequential straight six
speed dog gearbox
1st 4.35:1
2nd 3.14:1
3rd 2.48:1
4th 2.09:1
5th 1.84:1
6th 1.64:1
Final Drive: 
3.38:1 LSD

EXTERIOR:
Race wind deflector in lieu of
windscreen. No spare wheel,
carrier or rear wing protectors
(optional at additional weight
and cost)
Road specification Roll-over bar 

DIMENSIONS:
Wheelbase: 2,250 mm 
Front track: 1,336 mm
Rear track: 1,336 mm
Overall length: 3,100 mm
Overall width: 1,575 mm
Height: 1,000 mm
Ground clearance: 1,180 mm
Turning circle: 1,110 m

WHEELS & TYRES:
Wheels: 
Front & Rear: 6J x 13
multispoke Aluminium Alloy
Tyres: 
175/55 R13 Avon CR500
radial

PERFORMANCE:
Maximum Speed: 132 mph
0-60 mph: 3.9 seconds

STEERING:
Rack-and-pinion, 1.93 turns
lock-to-lock

BRAKES:
Front & Rear: 228mm solid
discs

SUSPENSION:
Front: Widetrack adjustable
double wishbone & anti roll bar,
adjustable spring seats, linear
rate front springs
Rear: de Dion axle with lower
A-frame and upper radius arms
with adjustable anti-roll bar, 
progressive rate rear springs
Dampers: Bilstein telescopic

WEIGHT:
Kerb weight: 440 kg

SECURITY:
Honda engine immobiliser

BLACKBIRD

February 1999 saw the first prototype
roll out of the workshop and down the High
Street and Eighteen months later, with over
5,000 race miles under its belt and even
more road miles, this new Caterham is now
available to the customer.

Looking similar to its Superlight 
stablemates, this all-new Caterham 7 has a
high powered, lightweight motorcycle
engine. In choosing the powerplant, the
development engineers vetted all viable
options, but settled with the unique Blackbird
engine, built and designed by the world’s
leading engine manufacturer - Honda.

The car, weighing in at a miserly 440 kg
boasts 170bhp, which in conjunction with
the sequential six speed gearbox propels the
car from 0-60 mph in under four seconds
with a top speed in excess of 130 mph.

The car shares a lot with the world 
beating R500, and is supplied as standard
with Stack dashboard information system,
R500 style composite seats, carbon fibre
dash board, track style wind deflector and
interior trim. Options such as full weather
protection, heater and uprated running gear
can all be lifted from Caterham’s current
price list.

Aimed mainly at the Track Day enthusiast,
this car is most at home lapping the circuits
of Europe, well away from the prying eyes of
speed cameras. But this by no means makes
the car exclusive for the circuit - this fully
road legal car is as happy on the country ‘B’
roads as it is breaking lap records.
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“All my racing life,
driving and spectating,
there’s been that motor-

sport feeling with Ferraris
and Sevens. Caterhams

still do it to me…”

Chris Rea, Musician

Motorsport has always been a big part
of the Caterham philosophy and over the
past 40 years of Seven production, owners
have consistently turned to the track in order
to exploit the full potential of their cars. The
Caterham 7 has always been unique in its
ability to combine the attributes of a racing
car with the manners and flexibility of a road
going vehicle. Today, just as in years gone
by, competitors still enjoy the ability to drive
their Seven to the circuits, race the car, drive
it home again and very probably on the
same set of tyres and with a minimum of fuss.
Caterham have been organising and 
supporting various Championships since 1986.
In the UK, there are now literally hundreds of
Caterham 7’s competing in a variety of
motorsport disciplines, with many more 
racing all over Europe, Japan and the United
States. The Factory backed championships
run in the UK are supported in numerous
ways, ranging from a discounted parts supply,
race day driver hospitality, full administration
back up and a friendly, active social scene.

The Championships
There are currently four separate

Caterham supported championships, each
one involving a completely different vehicle 
specification, adhering to a separate set of
regulations. Outlined below is a brief
description of each.

The Caterham Academy
Having first appeared in 1995, the

Championship was created to introduce total

“I have more fun 
driving my Seven than 

anything else I have driven
– the joys of car control

rediscovered.”

Jonathan Palmer

MOTORSPORT

please note: photographs may include options

“You would be hard
pushed to find another car

that’s quite so thrilling -
regardless of price”

Auto Express



factor in providing close racing is that all the
cars must be genuine ex-Championship cars,
or new Academy specification Sevens purchased
direct from the factory. 

The Caterham Roadsport
Championship

The Rover K-Series engine was introduced
into Caterham racing back in 1992 and soon
established itself as the most popular of all
Caterham formula. The cars originally appeared
as 1.4 ltr 110bhp units but were quickly
upgraded to 130bhp Supersport units. 1998
saw an all new Championship introduced,
utilising the latest specification 1.6 lt, 133bhp
units complete with Caterham’s own close
ratio six speed gearbox. This formula has
proved to be both fast and competitive and
will continue with the same structure for the
foreseeable future.

The K-Series championship attracts 
competitors of all abilities and levels 
of experience. Beyond the Academy, this
championship can provide the perfect platform
upon which to build a career in motorsport
and with full grids at every round, close 
competitive racing is guaranteed.

As with all Caterham backed
Championships, the major mechanical 
components are sealed to provide close 
competition and to keep running costs to a

minimum. The entire technical specification is
set out in strict regulations, which are then
carefully monitored throughout the season by
the Championship scrutineers.

The Caterham Superlight Challenge
The Caterham Superlight Challenge 

provides the ultimate Seven Championship in
terms of speed and exhilaration. This formula
provides straight-line performance on a par
with many single seat formulas, and a huge
level of grip provided by the Avon slick 
racing tyres. Weight is kept to a minimum by
the exclusion of unnecessary road going
equipment such as lights and dashboard
instrumentation.

1999 saw the introduction of a new 1.8 ltr
K-Series race unit into the series, providing
200bhp from its dry-sumped all aluminium
design. Running in conjunction with Caterham’s
own 6 speed gearbox, this high-technology
race engine provides performance and 
handling beyond that of practically all other
one-make race series.

Like the K-Series championship, the
Caterham Superlight Challenge enjoys
healthy grids with fast, competitive racing.
This championship is aimed at the 
experienced competitor providing the 
ultimate thrill to those drivers with more 
confidence and greater ability on the track.

novices to the world of motorsport. Available
to 50 competitors every year, the championship
offers a complete package with fully sponsored
cars at a subsidised “all inclusive” price. The
package includes: Caterham 1.6 Roadsport,
Full ARDS tuition for National “B” licence,
Medical examination to enable RAC licence,
Club membership, Entry fees, Kart race, Test
Day with instruction, 3 Hillclimbs, 3 Sprints &
2 Circuit races.

The Academy is designed to introduce 
drivers to a range of Motorsport disciplines
and to encourage drivers to continue with
motorsport in years to come. As such, this
championship attracts competitors from all
walks of life, male and female and of all ages
with a particular emphasis on developing a
strong social bond between competitors.

The Caterham Graduate Series
Created in 1997 to provide a natural 

progression for ex-Academy competitors, this
series is based on a similar formula 
consisting of ‘speed’ events and circuit races.
Ideally suited to novices, drivers may or may
not have previously taken part within the
Academy, whilst the vehicle itself should not
deviate from the strict Academy specification.
Open to any competition license holder, the
Graduate Series provides a perfect stepping
stone to all those not wishing to get involved
in higher cost, higher profile championships.
The emphasis is on fun and all those involved
enjoy a friendly club atmosphere coupled
with close, competitive motorsport.

Like all Caterham Championships, the key

MOTORSPORT
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The Caterham Collection
From stickers to jackets, the Caterham

Collection and Motorsport Collection offers a
full range of Caterham merchandise and
books. A carefully selected range of Caterham
branded goods includes an extensive leisure
wear collection and stylish accessories for you
and your Caterham. 

A separate brochure is available on
request and all goods are available by mail
order. Contact: Caterham Parts department 
tel: 01322 625801, fax 01322 625811 or
visit our website: www.caterham.co.uk.

MERCHANDISING
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A full range of competition parts and
accessories are available from our parts
department at Dartford, including safety
equipment, carbon body panels, uprated
brakes and suspension.

A CD Rom catalogue is available from
our parts department and all goods are
available by mail order or direct from our
web site. Contact: Caterham Parts department
tel: 01322 625801, fax 01322 625811 or
visit our website: www.caterham.co.uk.

COMPETITION PARTS

please note: photographs may include options

“This was the car that everyone got the
biggest kick out of driving. In every handling
area it was almost untouchable, it’s kart-like
steering providing terrific response and 
accuracy, as well as bundles of feel and
information”

Autocar Handling Shootout -
Silverstone
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Slaloms are a great way to show your
driving skills (or lack of them!) in a Caterham
7. With instructors on hand to help, you 
will race against the clock, your friends, 
colleagues and fellow competitors to find out
who really has got the hang of it.

The Caterham Motorsport Club is open 
to drivers and social members looking for a
great day out as well as offering the full
“Caterham Experience” for any corporate
entertainment need.

For further information ring the Caterham
Motorsport Club hotline on 01883 333700.

The Caterham Motorsport Club has been
set up to bring a taste of motorsport to 
enthusiasts everywhere, Caterham owners
and non-owners alike. If you thought you
needed to be a racing driver to experience a
Grand Prix circuit or had to own a Caterham
to drive one on the track - think again!

Our intention is to provide members with
the complete track experience and to make
the opportunity available to drivers of any
type of car. Variety is a key element to the
success of our trackdays and the wider the
spectrum of vehicles present, the more 
enjoyable the day. So whether you purchase
a Seven or not, regardless of what you may
drive, come along and enjoy the unique
excitement of a Caterham Motorsport Club
track day.

Track Days take place at all the major
circuits around the UK and allow participants
to explore the limits of their skill in their own
vehicle. With qualified instructors and
celebrity racers on hand to offer tips and
advice, drivers are soon able to hone their
skills and develop greater levels of track craft
and car control. As part of the day, Caterham
Cars staff will demonstrate why the Caterham
Seven has been unrivalled on the track for so
many years. In addition Caterham’s own cars
can be made available to all participants
who would like to get behind the wheel 
themselves. Just as you think it’s not possible
to go any faster, an experienced driver will
take you out for some demonstration laps in
one of the Club’s top of the range Sevens.

RENTALS

To experience the legendary virtues of
Caterham Seven motoring, Caterham Cars
have available a fleet of Sevens for hire. All
hire cars run Rover fuel injected K-Series
engines and are supplied with full weather
equipment.

Should you decide to order your Seven
from our sales office at Caterham, we will
refund one days hire charge from your final
invoice. Hirer/driver must have held a full
UK driving licence for 2 years and be
between 25 and 70 years of age. Full
details, terms and conditions are available
from our sales office at Caterham.

CATERHAM MOTORSPORT CLUB

INTERNATIONAL
SEVEN
MOTORING

The Seven has a huge following both in
the UK and Overseas and there are 
numerous active owner’s clubs catering to 
the needs of their members. There are annual
International Meetings in the Swiss Alps 
and the UK and the well supported national
Owners Club holds special events throughout
the year as well as providing a forum 
for owners in the club’s own magazine, Low
Flying.

For further details contact the Seven Club
of Great Britain on 07000 572582.

“In Car magazine, Japanese journalists 
when asked to vote on their favourite 100 cars
of all time, made the Caterham 7 their No 1
choice”

Car Magazine
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Quality insurance is essential to enable you to enjoy your
Caterham to the full. With this in mind, Caterham have teamed up with
TL Clowes and Independent Insurance, one of the countries most 
innovative and successful motor insurers, to provide a bespoke scheme
for the Caterham driver.

This unique policy offers the following benefits:
1. Instant quotations and cover.
2. Non-standard risks including high-risk areas, unusual 

occupations, convictions and disabilities.
3. Track day cover free of charge for the Owners Club events.
4. Cover while laid up, in transit or in construction.
5. Discount for vehicle security, low mileage and restricted drivers.
Cover is only a phone call away. Please ring 0645 782610 for

your quotation. Lines are open 08.30 to 17.30, Monday to Friday.

A Caterham could be the second biggest purchase you’ll ever
make, so it makes sense to go with a first rate finance company.

Reassuringly, First National Motor Finance are the UK’s largest
independent finance house, widely recognised as the motor finance
specialists for company and private, new and used cars.

You’ll find that through Caterham, First National Motor Finance can
offer an attractive range of payment methods and provide the added
security of a choice of schemes to protect your repayments. So even if,
heaven forbid, you or your company’s finances hit a sticky patch, you
would be able to stay on the road.

All offers are subject to status and further details are available from
the Finance office:

Telephone: 01737 372436.

HOW TO FIND USMOTOR FINANCE

CATERHAM INSURANCE



SHOWROOM
Station Avenue

Caterham, Surrey CR3 6LB
Telephone: 01883 333700
Facsimile: 01883 333707

FACTORY
Kennet Road, Dartford

Kent DA1 4QN
Telephone: 01322 625800
Facsimile: 01322 625810

www.caterham.co.uk

Caterham Cars Limited Station Avenue, Caterham, Surrey CR3 6LB
Tel: 01883 333700 Fax: 01883 333707

Caterham Cars Limited 2 Kennet Road, Dartford, Kent DA1 4QN
Tel: 01322 559124 Fax: 01322 524278 Contact: Len Unwin

Auto Centre 198 Neasham Road, Darlington, Co Durham DL1 4DF
Tel: 01325 480035 Contact: Carl Sturgeon

Classic Carriage Co Coach House Workshop, Mallory Park, Kirby Mallory, Leics LE9 7QE
Tel: 01455 841616 Fax: 01455 844299 Contact: Derek Moore

Fairways Kilbowie Road, Hardgate, Clydebank, Glasgow G81 6QU
Tel: 01389 878666 Fax: 01389 879710 Contact: Ronald Steel

Hyperion Motorsport (Caterham Official Motorsport Centre)
3 Sudbury Road, Little Maplestead, Halstead, Essex CO9 2SE
Tel: 01787 478800 Fax: 01787 478533 Contact: Magnus Laird

John Noble Motorsport  Unit 21, Station Lane Ind Est. Old Whittington, Chesterfield S41 9QX
Tel: 01246 453867 Fax: 01246 455858 Contact: John Noble

Kenrick Motors Market Street, Llangollen, Clwyd LL20 8RA
Tel: 01978 861382 Fax: 01978 860838 Contact: Clive Kenrick

M B Jarvie 65 Stanley Street, Glasgow G41 1JA
Tel: 0141 429 7339 Fax: 0141 429 4141 Contact: Alistair Cairns

Midway Motors Yelland Road, Yelland, Barnstaple, Devon EX31 3EE
Tel: 01271 861083 Fax: 01271 861114 Contact: Mike Brend

Millwood Motor Company Ltd Mill Garage, Cam, Dursley, Gloucestershire GL11 5DH
Tel: 01453 544321 Fax: 01453 544671 Contact: John Vicker

Ratrace Motorsport 9B Atlas Trading Estate, Oxgate Lane, Staples Corner, London NW2 7HJ
Tel: 0181 830 5677 Fax: 0181 830 5688 Contact: Mark Oliver

Redline Components 19 Timber Lane, Caterham, Surrey CR3 6LZ
Tel: 01883 346515 Fax: 01883 341604 Contact: Mick Lincoln

Ryders of Liverpool Knowsley Road, Bootle, Liverpool L20 4WW
Tel: 0151 922 7585 Fax: 0151 944 1424 Contact: Mike Dixon

Sebah Automotive Ltd Fairholme, Station Lane, Fiskerton, Nr Southwell, Notts NG25 0UE
Tel: 01636 813493 Fax: 01636 815272 Contact: Richard Scrivener

Seven and Super Seven are registered trademarks of Caterham Cars Ltd

SERVICE CENTRES
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